
Mich a e l jo in e d  t h e  Ne w Yo rk St a t e  Na t io n a l 
Gu a rd  Se rvin g in  t h e  Arm o r  Divis io n  in  h igh  
s ch o o l. He  s e rve d  a s  a  t a n k cr e wm a n  fro m  
1970-1976 . Du r in g t h a t  t im e  h e  wa s  
p ro m o t e d  to  E5  a ft e r  a t t e n d in g NCO s ch o o l 
a t  Pe e ks kill NY. He  a ls o  jo in e d  t h e  Alb a n y 
Fir e  De p a r t m e n t  a n d  s e rve d  35  Ye a r s  
e a rn in g h is  wa y u p  t o  Ba t t a lio n  Ch ie f wh ich  
h e  s e rve d  a s  fo r  13  ye a r s . He  h e ld  m u t a b le  
p o s it io n s  o f t h e  fir e figh t e r ’s  u n io n  t h e  
APPFA Lo ca l #  2007  in clu d in g t r e a s u re r . He  
wa s  o n e  o f t h e  fir s t  Pa r a m e d ics  in  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  h e ld  h is  ca rd  fo r  27  
ye a r s .  Mich a e l t o o k o ve r  a s  CEO o f t h e  
Alb a n y Fir e m e n ’s  FCU in  1987  a ft e r  s e rvin g 
a s  a  lo a n  o ffice r  a n d  a s s is t a n t  m a n a ge r  
fro m  1976 .   

Mich a e l d e ve lo p e d  h is  h a n d s  o n  
co n s t ru ct io n  s kills  t o  b e co m e  a  p a r t n e r  in  
r e a l e s t a t e  wh e re  t h e y r e n e we d  h is to r ic 
b ro wn s t o n e  h o m e s  in  t h e  in n e r  cit y. Th is  



le a d  t o  h is  o b t a in in g s e ve ra l a p a r t m e n t  
h o m e s  wh ich  h e  co n t in u e s  t o  h o ld .  

Mich a e l wa s  e le ct e d  a  co u n cil m e m b e r  o f 
t h e  NYCUA (Ne w Yo rk Cre d it  Un io n  
As s o cia t io n ) Ca p it a l Ch a p t e r  s e rvin g 
m u lt ip le  p o s it io n s  in clu d in g Pre s id e n t  
s in ce  1990 . Du r in g t h is  t im e  h e  s e rve d  a s  
t h e  Po lit ica l Act io n  Re p re s e n t a t ive  a n d  wa s  
a p p o in t e d  t o  go ve rn o r  Ge o rge  Pa t a ki Te a m  
2000 . Pa t a ki in vit e d  Mich a e l t o  m e e t  
Pr e s id e n t  Ge o rge  Bu s h  in  Wa s h in gt o n  
d u r in g t h is  t im e . He  wa s  e le ct e d  t o  t h e  
b o a rd  o f d ir e ct o r s  o f t h e  NYCUA a n d  h a s  
b e e n  s e rvin g s in ce  2007 . Mich a e l wa s  t h e  
fo u n d in g Ch a irm a n  o f t h e  NCOFCU (2010-
2016), a n d  t h e  fo u n d in g ch a irm a n  o f t h e  
Alb a n y Fir e figh t e r s  Mu s e u m  (2014-2016).  

Mich a e l m a r r ie d  h is  h igh  s ch o o l 
s we e t h e a r t  Da le  Ma r ie  a n d  h a s  3  ch ild r e n . 
His  d a u gh te r  Re n e e  is  n o w CEO o f AFFCU 
a n d  h is  t wo  b o ys  Mich a e l a n d  Jo n a t h a n  



b o t h  s e rve  a s  Alb a n y fir e figh t e r s . Mich a e l 
e n jo ys  h is  s u m m e rs  o n  a  la ke  wh e re  h e  is  
a n  a vid  wa t e r  s h ie r  a n d  h is  win t e r s  in  
Flo r id a  t r yin g t o  p la y go lf.  
 


